PAGE  
3

Grades 11 & 12 Academic Research

Step 1: What is Research?

For those of you planning to pass at college or university, you will have to something called Academic Research.  Academic Research means that you have a question (hypothesis) that you must or want to answer.  You then go out and read up on your topic to find out what other experts have written or discovered.  In History, our best “experts” are primary sources.   In the natural and social sciences, they would be data or statistics.  Whatever our sources, we try to make our information as accurate and unbiased as possible.  After we find the answer to our question, we write the answer in a clear format (academic writing/thesis/essay/term paper) so that others can discover and comment on our ideas.

Because of the mess that the vast majority of you made last term, I will now choose your topic and restrict your searches, although you each have the freedom to decide on your own answer to the question.

Step 2: The Question

We have recently been subjected to two epic films on Greek culture, Troy and Alexander.  Unfortunately, both of them have distorted history for the sake of entertainment.  What lasting influences did the ancient Greeks have on our modern civilisation?

Step 3: Read up on the topic

In the library I have placed on reserve photocopied sections of encyclopaedias and selections from some of my own books.  Do not remove them from the library.  Read over and select some of the sites I have listed below.  Remember, each time you use information from an internet site or a book (reference), you must immediately cite that reference (by a footnote or bracket).  You are encouraged to use the library to access these sites and reserved readings.

http://www2.help.edu.my/departments/adp/current/jhpage/hi101/HI101_ClassicalHellenisticGreece.ppt
http://www.fsmitha.com/h1/ch11.htm
http://www.naciente.com/essay46.htm
http://www.greenvilletech.com/faculty/norm_raiford/Lecture%20Notes%20101/Intro_to_Ancient_Greece.htm
http://www.aug.edu/langlitcom/humanitiesHBK/handbook_htm/greek_life.htm
http://www.mrdowling.com/701-alexander.html
http://www.es.flinders.edu.au/~mattom/science+society/lectures/illustrations/lecture8/eudoxus.html
http://www.islamonline.net/iol-english/dowalia/techng-2000-may-10/techng2.asp
http://www.incois.gov.in/Tutor/lecture104.html
Step 4: Collect your ideas

Now is the time to organise the mass of ideas onto paper for the first time.  You have 3 options:

a. A flow diagram or spider diagram on a very large piece of paper.

b. A list of ideas that you will then place in some logical order.

c. A large piece of paper where you paste all the important information from the sources.

Step 5: Write the first draft

Your first draft is written in your own words, but you may quote where you have to.  Use the following format:

a. Introduction

i. Some background about the Greeks

ii. Some explanation about the question

iii. Thesis statement

b. First contribution of the Greeks 

i. Name the contribution (remember to cite the reference)

ii. Explain and/or give examples

c. Second contribution of the Greeks

i. Name the contribution (remember to cite the reference)

ii. Explain and/or give examples

d. Third contribution of the Greeks

i. Name the contribution (remember to cite the reference)

ii. Explain and/or give examples

e. Fourth contribution of the Greeks

i. Name the contribution (remember to cite the reference)

ii. Explain and/or give examples

f. Conclusion

i. Summary of your important points

ii. Final Thought

Step 6: Hand in the first draft.

Make sure you meet this deadline, failure to meet this deadline will not impress your lecturer and could mean he begins to suspect your ability.

Step 7: Edit the first draft.

Make the changes that the lecturer suggests; discuss the changes with him if you must.  Now revise the essay on your own and make any changes you think are necessary.  Then write your reference list and abstract.  The reference list is alphabetical list of the references you used, together with author’s names, publication dates, URLs, publishers, etc.  The abstract is a 100 word summary of your answer to the question.   

Step 8: Presentation

Now add a title page and any pretty pictures you think might help the reader to understand what you wrote.  Don’t forget to add page numbers.

Reference List

This is a really simplified way of doing the references.

1.
For an internet page:

Author: 




Mike Dowling

Date placed on the net or updated:

October 23, 2004

Title of Page: 



Ancient Greece

Date visited by you: 


13 November 2004

URL:  




< http://www.mrdowling.com/701-alexander.html>

So, all that appears on your Reference List is: 

Dowling, M (23 October 2004). Ancient Greece. Retrieved on 13 November 2004 from :  < http://www.mrdowling.com/701-alexander.html>

2.
For an encyclopaedia article:


Author of Article: 



Date Published:


Name of Encyclopaedia:


Name of Article:


Publisher of Encyclopaedia:


Place Published:

So, all that appears on your Reference List is: 

